
Minutes of the Extraordinary and Elective General Assembly 

European Sport for All Union (UESpT – Union Européenne du Sport pour Tous) 

Headquarters of the National Olympic Committee of Italy (CONI), Rome 

29 October 2023 at 10:30 AM 

1. Opening of the Meeting 

The Extraordinary and Elective General Assembly of the European Sport for All Union (UESpT) took place 

at the headquarters of the National Olympic Committee of Italy (CONI) in Rome on 29 October 2023. 

The meeting was opened by Mr. Marco Tomasini, FISpT Italia President, who welcomed all participants 

and introduced the session as the Extraordinary General Assembly of the European Sport for All Union. 

2. Accreditation, Roll Call and Voting Rights 

Accreditation of participants had been carried out in the days preceding the Assembly. 

A total of 23 national and individual members were present or represented, comprising individual 

members from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Italy, and national member 

organizations from Azerbaijan, Greece, Romania, Malta, Switzerland, Slovenia, Georgia, Italy, Ukraine and 

Bulgaria. 

Delegates and proxies were recorded and verified, including representatives of national Sport for All 

organizations and individual members from the above countries. 

A proxy transmitted by the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Azerbaijan was declared invalid due to 

signature irregularities and therefore not accepted. 

Quorum was confirmed. 

On the basis of accepted proxies and accreditations, voting rights were allocated to each delegate, and the 

list of votes per representative was approved by the Assembly. 

3. Appointment of Assembly Officers 

The Assembly approved the following officers: 

• President of the Assembly: Ms. Oleksandra Boliak (Ukraine Active). 

• Secretary of the Assembly: Mr. Piercarlo Pilani, responsible for the minutes and Italian translation. 

• Scrutineer: Ms. Chiara Bergamelli, responsible for checking the validity of documents and 

procedures. 



The proposals were adopted unanimously, with no objections or abstentions, and Ms. Boliak assumed the 

chair of the Assembly. 

4. Addresses by Authorities 

4.1 National Olympic Committee of Italy 

A video message from Mr. Giovanni Malagò, President of the National Olympic Committee of Italy (CONI) 

and IOC Member, was presented to the Assembly. 

Mr. Malagò underlined the importance of Sport for All in the Italian and European context and expressed 

support for the development of the European Sport for All Union. 

4.2 Sport e Salute / Scuola dello Sport 

Ms. Rosanna Ciuffetti, representing Sport e Salute and the Scuola dello Sport, welcomed participants on 

behalf of Sport e Salute and CONI. 

She recalled Italy’s longstanding involvement in Sport for All, including the IOC Sport for All Congress 

hosted in Rome, and highlighted current priorities such as cooperation with regional authorities, 

promotion of sport for health—particularly among older adults—and new governmental measures such 

as medical prescriptions for sport. 

She noted the strategic importance of UESpT and the International Sport for All Federation (FISpT) as 

partners in advancing Sport for All and social sport across Europe, and expressed willingness to continue 

collaboration. 

A token of appreciation was presented to Ms. Ciucchetti for her contribution. 

4.3 International Sport for All Federation (FISpT) 

H.E. Isa Muhammad Abdul Rahim, President of the International Sport for All Federation (FISpT), 

addressed the Assembly. 

He outlined the process of establishing the continental Sport for All unions: the Asian Sport for All 

Federation, the European Sport for All Union (UESpT), the upcoming African federation and future plans 

for the Americas, emphasizing FISpT’s objective of completing the global network of Sport for All 

federations. 

He stressed that Sport for All is “sport for life” and “sport for health”, and underscored the need to 

promote physical activity among both younger and older populations. 



4.4 Presentation of Activities 

A video presentation showed Sport for All activities and events implemented in Bahrain, which were 

recognized by the Assembly as an example of high‑quality Sport for All practice. 

5. Addresses by UESpT and Host Federation 

Ms. Boliak introduced Prof. Michele Barbone, acting President of the European Sport for All Union. 

Prof. Barbone welcomed participants, thanked CONI President Giovanni Malagò for hosting the meeting, 

FISpT President Isa Muhammad Abdul Rahim for promoting the initiative, and Mr. Marco Tomasini for his 

work in organizing the Assembly. 

Mr. Tomasini, representing Federazione Italiana Sport per Tutti (Italian Sport for All federation), 

expressed the gratitude of the host federation and country. 

He thanked FISpT President Abdul Rahim for the opportunity to host the first General Assembly in 

Europe, governance advisor Mr. Patrik Perosa for his support on governance and compliance, and all 

partners and colleagues involved in the organization of the meeting and UESpT activities. 

6. Presentation of Italian Member Federation 

Mr. Tomasini presented Federazione Italiana Sport per Tutti as the Italian Sport for All federation acting 

as an incubator for non‑recognized sports in Italy. 

He explained that the federation hosts sports listed in the national registry of the Italian NOC but not yet 

assigned to a recognized national federation, such as netball, bandy (an ice team sport played with a ball), 

soft tennis and other emerging disciplines. 

He noted that the federation’s main objectives are to promote Sport for All, foster the creation and 

development of new sports in Italy, and support disciplines that may subsequently transition to 

recognized national federations, as happened in the past for flying disc and cheerleading. 

7. Statutes: Discussion and Approval 

The Assembly considered the proposed new Statutes of UESpT, which had been circulated to members in 

advance. 

Minor amendments were proposed, including: 

• Retaining English as the official working language and removing French from the Statutes. 

• Renaming the role “advisor” to “board member” while preserving the related responsibilities. 



An intervention highlighted that the draft Statutes referred to membership limited to European Union 

countries, which would exclude some current members whose countries are geographically in Europe but 

not part of the EU. 

The Assembly agreed to modify the membership clause to open UESpT to countries whose National 

Olympic Committee is a member of the European Olympic Committees (EOC), in line with the Olympic 

Charter, thereby allowing inclusion of all relevant European countries. 

With these adjustments, the Assembly unanimously approved the new Statutes of the European Sport for 

All Union (UESpT). 

8. Headquarters 

The Assembly examined a proposal to move the legal headquarters of UESpT to Italy. 

It was considered no longer appropriate for UESpT to be associated with the address of the Federation 

Internationale Cinema Television Sportive. 

The Assembly unanimously approved the relocation of UESpT headquarters to Italy, at the address in 

Cesena (Via Giordano Bruno 118), thereby establishing the Union’s legal seat and secretariat in Italy. 

9. Elections of the President and Board 

Following confirmation of voting rights, the Assembly proceeded to the election of the President and 

Board of UESpT. 

The following candidacies were presented: 

• President: Prof. Michele Barbone (individual member of UESpT). 

• Vice President(s): 

o Ms. Anita Parani (Malta Sport for All). 

o Prof. Veneta Todorova (National Sports Academy “Vassilevski”, Bulgaria). 

• Secretary General: Mr. Arthur Steffe (Sports Union of Slovenia). 

• Treasurer: Ms. Niki (Machaira (Hellas Sport for All, Greece). 

• Board Members (former “advisors”): 

o Mr. Marco Zerbini (Federazione Italiana Sport per Tutti). 

o Ms. Oleksandra Boliak (Ukraine Active). 



The slate of candidates was submitted to the Assembly and approved with no objections, subject to 

good‑governance rules on conflicts of interest. 

Prof. Barbone requested that his abstention from voting on his own election be recorded in the minutes 

due to conflict of interest, and the Assembly agreed that all Board members should abstain from voting 

when their own positions are concerned, to ensure transparency and good governance. 

The Assembly declared the following elected: 

• President: Prof. Michele (Mikuel) Barbone. 

• Vice Presidents: Ms. Anita Parani; Prof. Veneta Todorova. 

• Secretary General: Mr. Arthur Steffe. 

• Treasurer: Ms. Niki Machaira. 

• Board Members: Mr. Marco Zerbini; Ms. Oleksandra Boliak. 

10. Website and Social Media 

The Assembly approved the official communication tools of UESpT, including: 

• The official website of the European Sport for All Union (uesptsportforall.org).  

• Official social media accounts on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter/X linked to the Union.  

It was decided that each representative of UESpT would receive an institutional email address 

(name.surname@uesptsportforall.org), and additional country‑specific email addresses would be created 

for national member organizations. 

The Assembly unanimously endorsed the proposed communication structure, emphasizing the 

importance of visibility and outreach through digital channels. 

11. Programme of Activities and Projects 

The Assembly examined and approved a programme of activities and projects for the coming year, 

including: 

• Dance competitions in Italy and Greece. 

• Italian Urban Games. 

• Italian Beach Games. 

• Open Day and activities at the National Sports Academy in Bulgaria. 

http://uesptsportforall.org/
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• Participation in Erasmus+ projects such as European Urban Games and seminars in Greece and 

Italy. 

The programme remains open to additional proposals from member organizations, including activities 

and Erasmus+ initiatives from the Sports Union of Slovenia and other partners. 

The Assembly authorized the Board to further develop and implement the programme and to coordinate 

Erasmus+ bids and related projects in collaboration with FISpT advisors. 

Prof. Barbone thanked members for their trust and confirmed his commitment, together with the 

Secretary General and Board, to involve national Sport for All federations across Europe in a calendar of 

initiatives, including virtual sport activities in line with indications from IOC President Thomas Bach, and 

programmes involving schools and universities. 

12. Closing of the Assembly 

In his final remarks, Mr. Tomasini thanked all participants for attending the first Extraordinary General 

Assembly of UESpT in Italy and noted that, due to the short preparation time, a more comprehensive 

revision of the Statutes would be carried out at a subsequent Assembly during the year. 

He confirmed that UESpT now has its headquarters and secretariat in Italy and indicated that further 

activities and initiatives will be announced in cooperation with FISpT and Italian partners. 

The President of the Assembly, Ms. Oleksandra Boliak, thanked all delegates and guests for their 

contributions and formally closed the Extraordinary and Elective General Assembly of the European Sport 

for All Union (UESpT). The assembly is closed at 11:30 AM. 


